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JASS publications and materials are the product of lively collective analysis, action 
research, and reflection and learning in the thick of social justice work around the 
world. By sharing fresh insights, tools and concepts, JASS builds bridges between 
theory and practice, researchers and practitioners, to sharpen knowledge and action. 

Generating and Sharing  
KNOWLEDGE 

Women Navigate Power 
 

Activists reflect on experiences across a fascinating range of movements and  
Campaigns: from staging The Vagina Monologues in Uganda to the sex-workers’ 
movement in Kolkata; from women-headed households in Indonesia to rural  
Brazilian women’s fight for forests and livelihoods. Each story situates specific  
strategies within the bigger political picture, reaching beyond the orthodoxies of  
organizing to raise key questions and contradictions. Developed by ActionAid  
International and JASS through a unique ‘writeshop’ process, the collection is a rich 
resource for organizers everywhere. 

Making Change Happen 1:  
Advocacy and Citizen Participation 

 

The first in JASS’ occasional series of short, lively papers analyzes the emerging  
political context for social change work around the world. 

Making Change Happen 2:  
Citizen Engagement and Global Economic Power 

 
This paper sparks debate on the practice and challenges of global economic  
justice work and explores the role of civil society participation in global  
economic policy processes such as the World Trade Organization. 

Making Change Happen 3:  
Concepts for Revisioning Power for Justice, Equality and Peace  

 
A fundamental text in JASS’ work, this accessible booklet tackles the  
complexities and opportunities for understanding, constructing and transforming 
power. (Published in Spanish and English.) 

JASS Digital 
 

A host of JASS publications, tools, videos, blogs, and other multi-media resources 
are available online in English and Spanish. The  homepage links to numerous You-
Tube videos, our Facebook pages, the JASS blog and quarterly newsletters, and La 
Boletina Petatera. 

 www.justassociates.org       info@justassociates.org 



A New Weave of Power, People & Politics: 
The Action Guide for Advocacy and Citizen Participation 

by Lisa VeneKlasen with Valerie Miller 
Published 2007 by Stylus (US) & Practical Action Publishers (Worldwide) 

 
This new manual—at once analytically sophisticated but eminently practical—will help 

[people] find new approaches to a range of critical challenges ... including 
constituency building, power redistribution, and participatory learning... 

 

THOMAS CAROTHERS, Vice President for Studies, 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 

 
The Action Guide is an exciting and welcome route map for civil society activism and 

advocacy because it is not prescriptive. It presents a non-partisan political 
framework for citizen participation in governance and decisionmaking that examines 

power and change. The manual challenges dominant assumptions, defines key 
political concepts within value systems, sets out action strategies, and gives 

guidelines and a comprehensive toolkit for negotiation, advocacy and organizing … 
 

HOPE CHIGUDU, Chair, Global Fund for Women 
 

This book is important [because] it does not offer a recipe nor a blueprint. Rather it 
offers a guide for exploration, adaptation and learning in a number of contexts. 

Unlike many guides, it is not written on the basis of abstract theory or ‘drive–by’ 
consultancies...it is based on critical reflection over several decades of experience by 

the authors in their collaborative work in actually doing popular education for 
democracy, human rights, and social justice in many continents of the globe. 

 

JOHN GAVENTA, Institute of Development Studies 

Designed for activists, practitioners and scholars, this field combines con-
cepts and practical strategies for political education and empowerment, 
citizen mobilization and advocacy. A product of the authors’ extensive 
organizing experiences, particularly with women, it deals with power, in-
clusion, respect for differences and identities, and the need to address un-
derlying attitudes and values. 

 
The Action Guide is, first and foremost, a 

 method for analyzing power and figuring out for yourselves 
how to change its nature, distribution, and impact. It is 

unique because it doesn’t treat advocacy as a technical fix, 
but a political process that occurs in concrete, specific  

contexts. The framework for analyzing power structures,  
opportunities and risks, is the most complex and nuanced that 

I have seen. 
SRILATHA BATLIWALA, Hauser Center for Nonprofit 

Organizations, Harvard University 

To order in the USA, contact Stylus Publishing: 
tel: 800.232.0223   fax: 703.661.1501   StylusMail@PressWarehouse.com 

 
To order elsewhere, contact Practical Action Publishing 

tel: +44.01926.634501   fax: +44.01926 634502   www.practicalactionpublishing.org 


