Dear Mr. Ms. (name of the person of authority to whom you are addressing the letter)

We are writing to express our deep concern and repudiation of the harassment and political persecution against feminist organizations in Nicaragua that has put their members in physical danger.

On October 10 the National Police and the Attorney General’s office of Nicaragua entered the offices of the Centro de Investigacion del la Comunicacion (CINCO) and the Movimiento Autonomo de Mujeres (MAM) with a Search Warrant and took papers and equipment.  

Later orders to search the offices of the Grupo Venancia, the Red de Mujeres Minicipalistas, la Red de Mujeres de Matagalpa, and the Coordinadora Civil were issued.

These actions are part of the campaign to criminalize feminists for their fight to restore the right of abortion.  In the last years there have been many actions violating the political and fundamental rights that the government of Nicaragua has perpetrated:

· At the end of 2007 the government denounced nine feminist leaders on unfounded charges.

· In June 2008 the National Election Commission canceled the legal status of the Movimmiento de Renovacion Sandinista which led Comandante Dora Maria Tellez to go on a hunger strike which was ignored by the Election Commission.

· Encouraged and paid by the government, the Consejos de Poder Ciudadano have threatened to cause violence and lynchings against feminists and their organizations.  

Given the above we demand that the competent authorities of the government:

· Guarantee the security of the human rights defenders who have been attacked.  We are particularly concerned about Sofia Montenegro, Patricia Orozco, Ana Maria Pizarro, Juana Jimenez and Sobeyda Obando.  

· Drop the legal proceedings against Sofia Montenegro, Patricia Orozco, Ana Maria Pizarro, Juana Jimenez and Sobeyda Obando.

· Drop the legal proceedings against Centro de Investigacion de la Communicacion (CINCO), the Movimiento Autónomo de Mujeres (MAM), Grupo Venancia, the Red de Mujeres Municipalistas, the Red de Mujeres de Matagalpa, the Coordinadora Civil and the Campaña 28 de Septiembre por la Despenalización del Aborto.
· Immediately desist all calls for lynching and violence against feminists, raised by the government and carried out by the Consejos de Poder Cuidadano.
It goes against the notion of a rights based democratic state to utilize the justice sistema and public institutions to attack the people, social movements, civil society organizations, and political parties that fight for the defense of human rights.  

Sincerely, 
